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OF 
Maſter William Leal nt” 12 of the honorable Houſe 


' COMMONS, 


4 © WHEREIN 


Ts contained the groynds and reaſons that moved him to abſent him 
{elfe from the ſervice of the Houſe, on F riday =; 


| July = 1647. 


{ 
q 
| 'TOGETH ER 
With his refolution n not to.attend that Service, till/ (by an effecruall . 
. prevention of the like tumults ) the Parliameut be inabled to ' 
proceed in a free and Parliamentary way, without diſturbance or. 
enforcement- Ss 
| Fa Wen : 
| = == = = 
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Publiſhed by his command, for the ſatisfaction of the Kingdome. 
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| OXFORD 
-” Frinted by ]. Harris, and H, Hills, living in Pennifarthing firecty 
| 1647» x 
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DECLARATION 
OF 

M* W.LENTHALL.=* 

SPEAKER of the Houſe of Commons, being the rea- 


ſons and grounds that moved him to abſent 
himſelte from attending the ſervice 


| on Friday, July 3o. 
I 647- 
F ES at *e99-HN 
| | Lthough it may happily be contrary to the 
i ExpcRation of ſome, that T attend not 
"f the ſervice of the Houſe of Conimons at Y 
F. this titne, as ] have conſtantly done for 


almoſt ſeven yeares laſt paſt; yet can it 

| not be reaſonably expeted by any that 
will conſider the violence offered to both the Houſes: of 

_ Parliament, and to my ſelfe in particular the laſt mon-- 
day, Jaly 26. ]nſomuch that ] can ſafely take it upon 
my conlcience, and ſo ] doubt not may all the Mem- 
bers of both Houſes alſo, that they (at in continuall 
feare of their lives, and by terrour thereof were com--- 
pelled to paſſe ſich Votes as it pleaſed an unruly multi- 

- eude to inforce upon them; which as T did then openly. 
declare in the Houſe, ſo T cannot but believe that they 
area!l void and Nul, being extorted by force and vio- - 
lence, and in that manner that they were : And Tcans- 

not any longer diſpence with my ſelfe to be an-inſtrus; 

ment in paſſing ſuch Votes, and to give any colour or 
A2. # ſhadow. 


ways, 
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were not the Votes ot the repreſentative. body of the 
Kingdome; but of a tunnifſtuous multitude,as ghoſe myit 
needsbe. atcounted "that ſeemed to paſſe the Houſe on 
Monday July 46. and- which hall paſfe hereafter. untill 
better proviiion be made tor the late and free i:tting of 
the Houles of Parliament; there..being, no efiectugll 
courle taken by the City. lince the adiourntient af the 
Houle,to prevent the like tumules for the tuture:no nor 
' fo much as a Declaration (from them, to ſtew their di 
like thereof :. but on the contrary, it was generally voi- 
ced in the Towne, that there would be a farre greater 
confluence of Apprentizes, Reformado's, and others by 
Friday at the Parliamenc - dores; and particular notice 
was given to me, that after they had made the Houſe 
Vote what they pleated, they would deftroy me : Thad 
likewiſe information given me that there would be a 
great number of Apprencizcs of a contrary opinjon and 
affection co the other, about the Pachament dores on 
Friday morning, which T toreſaw malt,of necelſ ty cquic 
a great combuition, and in probabilicy occalion mych 
blond-ſhed, | ll ; by 


Theprevention of which miſchietfe. ( together wich 
the contideration aforeſajd) haye, weighed moxe wigh 
me,.then any thing which may conecrne my, particulag:: 
and eſpecially. having. ſerved the Parliament taithtally 
and diligently for the ſpace of almotit leven YEAarcs-1R A 
free and Parfiamentary way . of proceeding : ;tbac | 
_— not now'be made a ſervant to ſuch a,rade audirur 
mutuorus maſtitude, to. trangterre upon them theicgy 
lonr-of Parliamentary authority, ' therewiqh to jahule, 
and deecive the minds, and to dejiroy the lives, liberxjes 
and-etiates-of the People of this Kingdome, and havia x 
ket fofedih proceRgipn ano PRataln chr place 
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ſkadow of Parliamentary authority unto them, . which. 
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ood calling, to maintaine Ny priviledy 5 WA Eyre 
andthe t gs and liberties 4 5 Wop hs ws 
nowſatisfic” \elfe, bow: 1 they Ebel © F —_w 
thertin, bic'by  ablencing uy, A ;£}pic, zather 


thenby my prelcnce, tos Fe any ſhadow gr countenance 
of the authority of Pak, lament, EBENS os, 
tion thireof, neither cap rhe, amillign, ot. a cirggnukande 
or Toine formal ity. in the agliqurnment ' +he. Bowie,. 
when thr8ygh force and vialence: IE FADES Gaiee 


in any ſort as 4 Parliament, dice £0 6he 
fature liceing and opt Ig 1 LEG * pþ ALAN 
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others ſhall cal HEM PHmaregr Jpeen ,of-:Paye 
Hament pretended'Q Ola a ce .ſha ll lockebr dodrends 


the Houtes u ont WWEATEASioN eta 
cull he HAN * paſſed \- they pleaſed concerning the 


_ Militia of London and other things ( though the Houſe 


had immediatly hetos rated prhepwile {hall threaten 
the! Houſes Fu ka c hen 5 uz, nee ſatisfie their 
demands; ſhall Ins DE] and hollow at the Parlia- 
ments doores, that the Members could not be heard to 
ſpeake or debate, and after the Houſe of Commons had 
paſſed a Vote concerning the Militia of London, and 
that the Speaker by the Vote had iu.iged the maior part 
to be tor the negative, hall not ſniffer the Houſe.to be 
devided, but in a threathing way require thoſe that gave 
thcir Vates againit them ro come out to them it they 
would; when after the Houle was adiourned, . they ſþall 
by maine force thrait back the Speaker againe into the 
Houſe,and force the Members in their preſence and fight, 
( direct thruſiing theniſelves into the Houſe ) to Vote 
what they denanded, when they ſhall iufile, pull, and 

&3 bale 


halethe Speaker, all the way he went downe to his: = 


. Caroch, and-force him ( to avoid the violence. ) to be-- 
take himſelfe to the 'nexr Caroch. he couſd:/get into, for - 
refuge : When they ſhall breath forth bloody. threats a- .. 
inſt the Members, as they come out of the Houle; and: 
Ko againſt me in particular, at the next fitting of the 
Houſe, as ] am: credibly informed, and when there is no 
-appearance bur that they will continue to doe as for- 
merly they have done, or far worſe on Fryday : | could. 
not in diſcharge of my truſt, Proteſtation, and Cove- 
nant, fit in the Chafre of the Houſe of Commons, 
whileſt it ſhall be in ſuch a condition; but ſo ſoone as it 
may fit againe, in freedome and ſafety, T ſhall be rea+ 
dy to-returne to the ſervice of the Honſe, bur till then 
as ] have upon the fore-mentioned: grounds fully. ſatiſ- 
my owne conſcience, » JO not but ] ſhall give 
the whole Kingdome ( whoſe intereſt is moſt concerned 
in it )ample ſatisfaction. in the neceflity of my action. 


WILLJAM LENTHALL 
Speaker. 


